
December 23, 2025

Join us Christmas Eve at 5 p.m. 
for a special candlelight service. 
We will gather to celebrate the 
good news – Jesus Christ is born! 
As we conclude our Advent series 
on light, we’ll reflect on the joy He 
brings and the hope that still 
resounds today! Bring your family 
and friends and join us for a 
service filled with carols, scripture 
and fellowship. All children will 
receive a special packet of 
activities.
Join us Sunday, Dec. 28 for an abbreviated worship time as we 
prepare our hearts and minds for the New Year. Wayne Elder will 
share the message on this day. Nursery will be available for ages 
infant through 3 years. All other children and youth will remain in 
worship. 

Year-End Donations
  If you are making a year-end 

donation to FCC Guthrie, it 
must be postmarked by Dec. 
31 or delivered to the church 
office by NOON on Dec. 30. 

Giving statements will be 
available by Jan. 31. If you 

use our SimpleChurch 
database, your giving is 

available to you at any time!



Greetings church!
    We’ve wrapped “Let There Be Light,” tracing God’s light from Genesis to 
Revelation. We learned that Jesus shines in our darkest places and calls us to 
live like day is coming: wake to grace, dress for daylight, walk toward the 
future God has promised. Darkness gets a say, not the last word.
    Next up in January: “Wide Awake.” We’ll wake up to what’s shaping us and 
practice living alert to God in daily life. One clear step each week. Bring a 
friend!
    Grace and Peace,

            Ronnie

MERRY 
CHRISTMAS



Can you believe it’s finally here!?! I feel like Buddy in the “Elf” movie when he says, “The best 
way to spread Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear!” I mean, technically my loud 
singing isn’t probably something ALL want to hear, but I do love Christmas music and the variety 
of songs it brings – from wintery scenes to those that draw us close to what that scene might 
have been like in the manger. I always wonder what it must have been like that day when Jesus 
was born – hectic, calm, unsettling, relief, tense, peaceful…. so many emotions must have 
surrounded His birth. It’s in that ebb and flow of emotion that I find peace, knowing that God can 
change things in an instant! That He can change the course of history with a baby born in 
Bethlehem more than 2,000 years ago. 
     In the weeks ahead, as we move from Christmas to a New Year, I hope you take time to soak 
in the Christmas story. To let it change you and mold and shape who you will become in 2026. I 
hope you find yourself in a place to be moved by the Savior’s birth and to follow His lead in what 
you do and say throughout the coming year; how you serve and how you allow others to bless 
you. As a church family, we are ending 2025 on a high note! Our attendance is steadily 
increasing, new families are coming regularly, and our ministries are growing. With that, I hope 
everyone is finding their place to plug in. I know at times it can be difficult to find where you fit 
but I want to give you a couple “quick hit” ways for you to join us in serving, giving, and 
participating in the ministries of FCC. 
    • PRESENCE! Join us regularly in worship in 2026! Worshipping with others makes a 
difference and gets your week started off on a positive note. It’s one hour, once a week… make it 
a priority to be present!
    • PRAY! We have a very active prayer chain with 27 currently signed up to receive a text when 
a prayer need arises. I know there are many more of you who are committed to praying. Please 
let me know if you’d like to be a part of the Prayer Chain. When a concern arises, I simply send 
you a text with details about the prayer request and will follow up in the days ahead with updates 
on the request. It’s as simple as that. You just agree that you will add the person or situation to 
your prayers as often as possible.
    • STUDY! We use the YouVersion Bible Study app to keep connected to God’s Word daily. If 
you don’t already have a daily Bible Study routine, this is a great way to get in the habit of 
reading daily. In today’s newsletter, the instructions on how to join are available as well as the 
January-March reading plan. If you need help joining, let me know.
    • PARTICIPATE! Sign up to be a part of a Small Dinner Group in 2026; bring chili to the Chili 
Cook Off; join a ministry team; bring food for our Blessing Boxes; invite a friend to church; attend 
a Bible Study; help run our soundboard or audio/video; join the meal ministry team that takes 
meals to those coming home from the hospital; be a reading buddy; or help behind the scenes at 
meals or on workdays.
    There are so many opportunities to make a difference, and 2026 can be your year to embrace 
what’s ahead and be changed by the baby born in Bethlehem.
Hope to see you on Thursday for Christmas Eve or Sunday for worship at 10:30 a.m.
    Merry Christmas!

      Karen

Keeping Up With Karen 
(as if any of us could do that!)



Preparing for surgery: Shana Bench (Dec. 
30), Julie Wiss (Dec. 30)

We pray for our church family: Jennifer 
Bounds, Susan Birdwell, Marie Lynch, 
Dennis Lynch, Ally Carey, Ron Fields, Judy 
Coburn, Bill Bowles, Kacie Carey, Rodney 
Stewart, Vicki and Katie Williams, Yancey 
Family, Bobby Davison, Anna Frey, Sarah 
Schlueter, Denise Shoun, James Johnston, 
Steve Ochs, Gene Owen, Mike Carey, Diana 
Dewart, Ruth Underwood, Arnold Burkett

Our church family currently in 
rehab/assisted living/nursing home: 
Cynthia Baker, Dorothy Smith, Jane Weeks

We pray for our friends and family 
members: Scarlett Koenke, Deborah 
Hutchison, Edna Hellman, Barbara Sanchez, 
Randy Goodnow, Alan Hicks, Debbie 
Bradley, Ed Hacker, Gary Bailey, Levi 
McMellian, Brandy Carey, Karen Rumsey, 
Missy Lansdowne, Melvin and Barbara 
Leathers, Linda Beedle, Judy Daniels, 
Margaret Eldridge, Dale Owen, Ed 
Stevenson & family, Pam Timmons, Dawn 
Brower, Mike Damron, Gail Davis, Grant 
Poppinga, Janell Loesch, Patty Bradley, Patsy 
Schull, Amelia Valentino, Harriet Black, Lexy 
Carothers, Johnny McKee, Kristy Gatlin, 
Kade Warner, Madelyn Wehr, Cathy Joy, 
Flora Overstreet, Asher Houston, Mary Beth 
Gilliland, Teal Esmeyer

And our military all over the world: 
Natasha Okine, Patrick Hardin, Sonny Crick, 
Court Machtolff, Bonnie Epperson, Jonah 
Friese, Matt Byce, Braxton Canning, Nate 
Ames, Garrett Canning, Brent Walton, 
Connor and Megan Neyen

DIRECTORY UPDATES
   FCC Guthrie uses an online database 
platform – SimpleChurch. This database is 
available to all in our congregation. If you do 
not have access, please email 
fccguthrie.office@gmail.com and Shana will 
provide you with your user name and 
password. We are constantly updating our 
directory and need your help! If your 
birthdate and/or anniversary have not been 
listed in the church newsletters, it is because 
we don’t have your info. It would be helpful 
for every family to provide this information to 
the email listed above to ensure we have the 
most up-to-date data. This includes email 
addresses and phone numbers for all family 
members. Thank you for helping us keep 
our database current.

There will be NO Kids Worship, Kids Worship 
Extra or Youth Extra on Dec. 28. We invite 
everyone to join us in worship!

Kids Worship and Youth Extra will meet on Jan. 4 
and Jan. 18 (1st & 3rd Sundays). Kids Worship and 
Kids Worship Extra will meet on Jan. 11 and Jan. 
25 (2nd & 4th Sundays). 

Kids Worship is for ages 4 years through 2nd 
grade. Kids Worship Extra is for 3rd-6th graders. 
Youth Extra is for 7th-12th grades. 

We will have more information about Kidventure 
and other Children & Youth Ministry events in 
January!

Children & Youth Ministries

Merry 
Christmas!
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Birthdays 
December
23 – Krista Smith
24 -  Debbie Williams
25 – Sophia Hood
        Deannie Young
27 – Tommy Payne
        Denise Shoun
29 – Cynthia Baker
30 – Kyndal Carey

Anniversaries 
December
24 – Elden & Shirley Waner
27 – Bob & Sharon Davis
29 – Andrew & Natalie Hardin
30 – Bryan & Morgan Dutton
31 – Nick & Shana Bench
        Bill & Jessica McLain

Text “GIVE” to 405-645-6070 
to donate to FCC Guthrie

Over the past few weeks, a Design Team has been meeting to look at cosmetic updates for our Reception
Hall (the big room off our sanctuary). This room carries a lot of ministry: funeral meals, church dinners, youth
events, community gatherings, Scouts, school events, and more. In our first meeting, the team named a
shared goal: we want this space to feel welcoming, peaceful, clean, and flexible, so that it serves as a true
“front porch” to our community and a place where people feel comfortable and cared for.

At the second meeting, the team reviewed some design concepts from an interior decorator and then
identified a clear set of priorities for future work in this order:

•Walls
•Ceiling
•Windows
•Lighting
•Floor
•Sound system
•Another door (for better access/flow)

We now have initial pricing for some of these items and are working on additional bids so we can bring a
clear, realistic proposal to our Trustees and Stewardship teams. Because December is such a full month, the
Design Team will meet again in January to review final numbers, look at specific options, and
prepare a recommendation.

For now, no decisions have been made about major construction. We are focusing on cosmetic improvements
that align with our mission of “sharing Christ, growing in faith” and that are durable, simple to maintain,
and good stewardship of the resources God has given us. If you have any questions or if you’d like to
make a year-end gift toward this project, please let me know. Ronnie

Let’s turn this
room into
something to
be proud of!

January
1 – Herb Reeve
     Daelon Rice
3 – Paul Ketch
4 – Dakota Hubbard
      Rick Martin
5 – Aspen Mitchell

Birthdays and Anniversaries are listed for the 
upcoming week. If your information is 

missing, please contact the church office. 

RECEPTION HALL UPDATES



A tremendous thank you to everyone who participated in any way in the annual Hanging of the 
Greens service, November 30th. The Choir and Praise Band led the service through song, 
reading, and lighting the first candle of Advent. The children and youth brought in the symbols of 
the season, and it was a warm, peaceful start to Advent. None of it could have been possible 
without the decorating of the sanctuary beforehand, so a mighty big thank you to everyone who 
stayed to bring down the decorations and helped with the “pre-hanging” of the greens. Sadly, it 
will all have to be put away following worship services on Sunday, Jan. 4th, so make plans to 
participate in the annual “unhanging” of the greens. I am not above bribery, so soup and salad 
will be served in the sanctuary classroom to those who stay and help! 

Oh what a fun time of caroling we had Sunday evening! We had just over 40 carolers split up 
into 3 groups to spread Christmas cheer at 10 homes and an assisted living center. The weather 
was calm, and the faces were bright!  Thank you to everyone who participated! We hope to 
make this an annual tradition. Special thank you to Karen Allen and Karla Morris for having 
cocoa, cider, and treats ready for us upon our return to the church. The post-caroling gathering 
was full of joyful fellowship! 

We hosted our first Christmas-themed Praise Night after caroling Sunday evening, and what an 
uplifting, special time it was!  Praise nights are a mix of traditional and contemporary music, and 
the lineup for this one was spectacular! Thank you to our praise band members who led this 
time: Glendon Birdwell, Jennifer Hibner, Michael Johnson, Jamie Johnston, Leia Johnston, 
Stacey Johnston, Brian Pierson, Anita Plummer-Owen, and Brittany Timmons. We also had a 
special rendition of Silent Night that included many languages that represent our church body: 
Choctaw (sung by Kevin Kemper), German (sung by Anita Plummer-Owen), French (sung by 
Leia Johnston), Spanish (sung by Brittany Timmons), and Portuguese (sung by Stacey 
Johnston) –Oh, and English (sung by Michael Johnson). What a glorious reminder that we join 
the whole world in celebrating the birth of our Savior! The next praise night will be Sunday, Jan. 
25 at 5 p.m.

Do you have a passion for worship, planning worship, singing or playing an instrument? The 
worship team needs you! Please join Stacey Johnston on Sunday, Jan. 18, following worship, in 
the sanctuary classroom (choir room) as we reflect on 2025, and plan for 2026! 

The worship team is seeking musicians, instruments, and AV helpers! We are looking for a 
volunteer part-time guitarist or bass guitar player to fold in immediately. Virtuoso-level talent is 
not necessary. Can you strum some chords? You might be a perfect fit! Must be able to practice 
a few Wednesday nights per month and play some Sunday mornings/nights.  One of our 
members is looking for a used, but in moderately good condition, upright bass. If you know of 
one, or come across one, that is available, please let us know! Lastly, do you have audio-video 
talent and would like to use those talents to help run sound or video for church functions or 
worship services? We are looking for a few more people that are willing to be trained next month 
to help run our system. This would be a flexible volunteer position, on a weekly rotation or just a 
fill-in basis. Please contact the church office or Stacey Johnston (405) 637-5190 if you are 
interested or can help with any of these opportunities!



Christmas Caroling, Cocoa, and Praise night were so much fun. Thanks to 
everyone who came out and participated in making the holidays a little brighter for 
11 families and those at Ash Street Assisted Living. We also appreciate our Praise 
Team for leading a great time of singing Christmas carols and some special music.

Caroling & Cocoa & Praise Night
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