First Christian Church
Pizza and Paint party for 3rd-6th graders on Jan 6th! After church, we'll eat a pizza lunch and then get our
paint on! I will have canvases and supplies set up and some stencils drawn on the canvases to help the kids
have some ideas of what to paint. The kids can pick out their colors, what they want to paint, or they can
even free hand their creations if they would rather do that. This event will cost $5 per child and guests are
welcome! We need all participants RSVP'd by January 3 to be able to get all of our supplies ready. Pickup
will be at 2:30 p.m.
Join our Facebook group and get up to the minute updates on all FCC Kid's info! Go search for and join
Kids @ FCC Guthrie.
Thank you to all of our amazing volunteers to make the Christmas program happen! Special thanks to
Staci Carey and Shana Bench for directing a fabulous production, to all of our volunteers who picked kids up
each week for practice, Karen and John Allen for running the sound and video, and to all of our talented kids
who practiced, sang, and danced their hearts out! It's was a great show! If you would like a DVD of the
performance, please contact Natalie Hardin at (405) 762-9330 for a copy.

Christmas Eve Services
Exciting New Times!
5 p.m. – Worship Service for All Ages –
including carols, candlelight communion,
scripture and message.
9 to 10 p.m. – Come and Go Service – come and spend time at
your own pace and listen to music, read scripture, and take
communion and light a candle as we celebrate time remembering
the night when Christ was born.
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2-3 in 2019
I’m not sure if you’ve noticed but there has been a different feeling in the sanctuary since
Advent began. (Advent is the 4 Sundays leading up to Christmas and began on December 2.)
I had my suspicions as to what the change in feeling was. Was it the beautiful decorations? Was
it the music? Was it the preaching? (Well of course it was the preaching! Ha!)
While all those things are good, there was something else responsible for the change. And then
Lesley voiced it with her Communion thought on Sunday. It is the people in the church. We have seen people
attend regularly during Advent. We have seen more consistent attendance. We have seen people we have
not seen in a while. And you know what? It feels good to worship together! It feels good to do ministry
together!
I want you to know that we are better together. When you are not in worship you are missed. We may not
always say it like we should but, people miss you. I miss you. The worship service feels more complete when
you are here. I want you to know that you matter here. You do not know the difference you make each time
you are here, but your impact on people is felt and noticeable. (Yes, even you!)
So here is the challenge for 2019-take the next step for attending worship. Whatever that step is for you. If
you attend every Sunday, awesome! Invite people. If you attend once a month or once every other month,
begin to come 2-3 times per month starting in January. Maybe you just got out of the “habit,” maybe you
decided a couple of years ago it wasn’t worth it. But it is. Commit to 2-3 Sundays each month from January to
April and see what happens. The people we serve and the people who come through these doors need all of
us. We can do more with you here. We can create positive change for the Kingdom, but we can’t do it alone.
We are better together.
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Merry Christmas from all of us to all of you!

Weekly Receipts
Our love and sympathy go to:
Carl and Diane Biggs and family in
the death of her father, Mac McNeil.
We pray for our church family:
Gary Hixon, Sherry Canning,
Margaret Hixon, Don Yost, Bill
Cunningham and Ron Owen. Our
friends and family: Johnny Miller,
Norval Madden, Delores Stokes,
Mike Irvins, Jane Berryman, Ernie
Garcia, Matt Wieczorek, Ryan and
Claire Piersol, Nick and Ashley
Kretzschmar, David Lockler, Sam
Shore, Nancy Howell, Mark Davis,
David Hansen, Valerie Cotton,
Mary Jo McCoy, John Eddings,
Marci Kelley, Stephanie Lowrance,
Liberty Crick, Jerry Williams, Kayla
Thetford, Houston Sneed, Tara
Woods, Les Steenveld and Marissa
Rhodes. Our military all over the
world including: Matt Gore, Dylan
Hall, Garrett Canning, TJ Wilson,
Brent Walton and Matt Byce.

Sunday Worship
Sunday School

203
12

Communion to Shut-Ins

4

Offering Envelopes
2019 Offering Envelopes are
available in the Narthex.
Please sign for the box # you
take.

As a reminder, all yearend gifts must be received or
postmarked by December 31,
2018 to be credited on your
2018 giving statement to be
used for income-tax purposes.
Giving statements will be
mailed before January 31,
2019.

Cookbooks make great
Christmas gifts!
Cookbooks are here! Come to the church
office or buy yours on Sunday in the
Narthex. We will be selling our cookbooks
throughout the holiday season. You may
purchase them for $20 each or 2 for $30.
These make great gifts!

Super Bowl Sunday
Feb. 3

Super Bowl Sub Sales
will begin January 20.
Mark your calendar so
you won’t miss out!
Proceeds sponsor
Youth events.

12/16/2018
$10,455
Year-To-Date Receipts: $298,398
Year-To-Date Expenses: $316,801

Mac McNeil
1923 - 2018
Services will be held here at the
church at 1 p.m. on Thurs. Dec. 20.

Diapers (and baby
food) for Jesus
We are collecting packages of
diapers and various baby foods for
The Hands of Jesus and God’s Food
Bank. You may bring your donations
during the month of December and
place them under the Christmas tree
in the sanctuary. Thank you!

Keeping Up
With Karen

Ministry Opportunities for the week
TUESDAY, December 18
8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out
WEDNESDAY, December 19
7 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal
THURSDAY, December 20
NO Mother’s Day Out
6 p.m. – Staff Christmas Party
SUNDAY, December 23
9:30 a.m. – Adult Sunday School
10:30 a.m. – Worship Service

What an incredible couple of weeks it has been around the
church. So many activities as we celebrate the Advent season.
Some activities familiar, others new. I love spending time with
my church family this time of year. I love meeting new people at
events and continuing to grow in the relationships that already
exist.
As Lesley shared in her Communion Thought on Sunday, each time we come to church there
are those special bonds we have with people. The hugs or smiles that grace faces familiar and even
those we are just getting to know. There are the jokes we carry between us and new jokes created
when funny things happen that are only appreciated when you are present to enjoy them. Through
the years, not only have I been blessed to grow up in this church family as a child, but now I am
getting to watch my children grow up and create life-long friends and relationships.
As we approach Christmas Eve, I know there have been many questions and wonders about
the changing of the long-standing tradition of the 10 p.m. Candlelight Service. I grew up going to this
service and it has always held a special place in my heart. As Ronnie explained in an article a few
weeks ago, the decision to change the service times, did not come without a lot of thought and
discussion. A year ago, we began looking at attendance patterns and as early as July this year, we
started having discussions about what Christmas would look like for FCC. As we discussed moving
the services earlier, all signs pointed us in that direction as we started seeing articles and research
that confirmed our decision, that growing churches are moving in that direction. Our own attendance
figures over the past couple years have shown the trend that the earlier service has become more
heavily attended than the later service.
It would be easy to hold on to the 10 p.m. service because we like tradition but as leaders of the
church we have to be careful to not hold on to tradition for the sake of tradition but rather find ways
to constantly be aware of the best way to reach people for Christ.
A few weeks ago, my family and I were on our way to Tuttle for an event and my husband
pointed out a new Amazon distribution center being built on the southwest side of Oklahoma City. As
he did, we discussed how Amazon is one of the leading “retailers” in the world right now. At the
same time, we explained to our children how Sears Roebuck had every chance to be an “Amazon”
but failed to make the difficult choices of making changes and adapting to an ever-changing world.
Sears didn’t want to sell products online and thought they could withstand the winds of change and
just keep doing what they were doing. They thought people would continue to like the “tradition” of
coming in a store and seeing products and touching and feeling what they were buying and surely
they couldn’t just shop online. As a result, in 2017 Sears closed 250 stores, another 100 in 2018 and
the trend will likely continue. Comparatively, Amazon’s stock over the past 10 years has gone from
$51 to $1,591.
You may wonder why I share this story about Sears vs. Amazon, but I shared it with our staff
and with my children, when explaining why there is a need to be open and willing to explore new
avenues for things like moving the Christmas Eve Service. We can’t rely on the way we’ve always
done things because “that’s what we’ve always done.” The world will not adapt to us.
As we approach this week of Christmas, may we hold fast to the message we have to proclaim,
never wandering away from the importance of what we have to say but always being willing to offer
it in a way that people can hear it.
Merry Christmas!
Karen

FCC December Activities

1- Daelon Rice
Herb Reeve
2- Jean Sheirbon
Darla Trench
3- Paul Ketch
4- Rick Martin
Wendy Anderson
Dakota Hubbard
5- Aspen Mitchell
DJ Ketch
Clara Ketch
6- Elise Friese
7- Brad Hand
Jaxton Backus
8- Samantha Argyle
10- Janice Hand
Terryl Wieczorek

11- Jack Andrews
Virgil Rodgers
12- Abigail Simpson
13- Lloyd Roettger
Deanna Case
14- Andi Mays
15- Tara Yancey
Megan Reece
17- Jaci Wiss
18- Marilyn Carroll
19- Ken Boyett
20- Donna Russell
21- Bo Hayes
Courtney Turner
OJ Myers

22- Sheryl Reeve
23- Riley Dods
Marsha Shipman
Karen Ochs
24- Logan Hand
25- Kenny Walter
Jacob Doles
26- Carl Biggs
27- Ryan Biggs
28- Morgan Hanna
Gregg Gumerson
30- Waylon Ball
31- Brandon Tontz

Happy Anniversary!

1- Nick & Heather Binda
17- Bill & Paula Bowles
22- Jeff & Jackie Cowan

23- Jim & Maurie Overton
24- Paul & Barbara Ketch

*New feature inspired by an elder’s comment to not wait to perform
everyday acts of kindness. We will now post 365 days of
intentional acts of kindness throughout the year!
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Sun

Mon

Tues
1

Repeating Sunday Events:
(unless otherwise indicated)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
6 p.m. Youth

Genesis 1:3; Matthew 1

Office
Closed

Wed
2

Genesis 4-6; Matthew 2

No Choir Rehearsal

Office (secretary): fccguthrie@coxinet.net Rev. Ronnie Fields: ronnie@coxinet.net
Karen: Karenkallen@cox.net Shana: Shanabench@coxinet.net Natalie: nahardin@gmail.com
Staci: carey.staci@yahoo.com Michelle: michelle.m.gill@live.com Sadie: sadieporter0@gmail.com
Caroline: caroline.roettger@gmail.com Michael: mrjohnson139@gmail.com

Thurs
3

Genesis 7-9; Matthew 3

Fri
4

Genesis 10-12; Matthew 4

Sat
5

Genesis 13-15; Matthew 5:1-26

No Mother’s Day Out
10 a.m. – Take down decorations

*Wish everyone a Happy New Year!

*Collect spare change & leave in a donation box.

*Let Someone go ahead of you in line.

*Bring a big batch of spaghetti to the local fire
department.

*Make or refill a bird feeder.

11

12

*Eat lunch with someone new.

6

7

8

9

10

9:30 a.m. – Youth and kids (3rd grade
and up) to Braums
11:30 a.m. – Pizza & Paint Party
(3rd – 6th grade)

GPS Back to School

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

6 p.m. – Elders Meeting
7 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

*Send a snail mail letter to someone.

*Donate blood at a blood institute.

*Shovel snow for a neighbor. (Or bring their
trashcan back up to their house.)

*Bring a hot beverage to an outdoor worker.

*Donate a low maintenance house plant to a
nursing home.

*Leave positive feedback on a survey at a store or
restaurant.

14

15

16

17

18

19

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

6 p.m. – Cabinet Meeting
7 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

*Give up your parking spot or seat.

*Tape a bag of microwave popcorn to a Red Box
machine with a note..

25

26

*Invite someone to dinner.

*Leave a thank you note for your mail carrier.

13
11:30 a.m. – Chili Cook-off
12:45 p.m. – Disciples Women
12:45 p.m. – Worship Team Mtg.
5 p.m. – Christian Ed. Team Mtg.
*Give a loved one a back rub.

*Leave unused coupons next to products at the
store.

*Donate oatmeal to food pantry.

*Say “good morning” to everyone at the start of the
day.

*Smile at 5 stranger.

20

21

22

23

24

10 a.m. – Donuts and Juice
Sub Sales Start Today!

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
GPS – No School

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

*Donate craft supplies.

*Hug someone.

*Deliver a pizza to the office staff of your favorite
organization.

*Use one of your skills to make/provide a gift for
someone.

*Compliment someone.

27

28

29

30

31

7 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

Laity Sunday

*Play a game with someone.

*Bring soup to a friend or neighbor.

*Donate old toys to a shelter.

7 p.m. – Choir Rehearsal

*Clean up for someone else.

8:30 a.m. – Mother’s Day Out

*Deliver homemade cards or pictures to a nursing
home or hospital.

